
Yes we CAN: the Change Agents Network

Most Citizens of Europe do not want either re-nationalization nor business as usual when it comes 
to the future of Europe. But now more than ever, those experienced in and able to make the 
difference need to stand up and present their ideas. They need to join forces, reaching out across 
the traditional borders, boundaries of approach, focus, ideology, and specifics of programmes. 

Rationale

Europe – not just the EU – is in crisis. In some countries, populists challenge not just membership of 
the Euro/EU (which are legitimate questions for public debate), but also pillars of (national) 
democracy, notably a free press, independent judiciary and right of democratic opposition.  This up-
rising builds on sentiments, that a much wider cross-section of the public agrees with to some extent.

Notably the institutions that have for so long structured our lives (EU, national governments, media, 
churches, trade unions…) often appear to have lost their way, repeatedly show they are out of touch 
in a time of rapid technological change, and seem unable to adapt to a far more educated society 
with higher expectations. In the face of this challenge, the EU and mainstream politicians have frozen

Citizens from all walks of life feel lost and grow angry in the face of this. They want to harness the 
many talents and ideas that sit ready and available with individuals, initiatives, and institutes. 

We see a short window of opportunity now for citizens to reclaim Europe, to place their voice to 
where it belongs: the centre of the European project. 

This group wants to join forces among known as well as unconventional, maybe new, maybe very 
small, groups and corners of politically active citizens. Together, they can identify the hidden assets 
that many parts of Europe have generated over years of peace and prosperity and thus identify a set 
of European Commons -- non-negotiable, crucial fundamentals we want to take into the future.  

For that to work there needs to be relays on the other side –  other change agents working inside the 
EU institutions, national, regional and local governments, the media, corporations and other bodies 
who are prepared to experiment with new ways of doing business and to challenge the status quo by 
identifying new alterative futures that correspond to the basic values most citizens cherish.

Join us!

Hence, if you have been or want to become a change agent, join us for an informal brainstorming 
workshop 1830 -2030 on Tuesday 24 January at the EPC, Rue de Trône 14. Let us work to: 

 Create a network across Europe, not just in Brussels, of people who are working on their own
initiatives either at the level of civil society or within their organisations; 

 Gather and spread what other change agents are already doing, so as to encourage yet more 
people to join in, and to give visibility to the vast number of initiatives that already exist, but 
which (unlike the populists) are not as visible; 

 Encourage use of new instruments that allow citizens to gain a more direct buy-in and 
influence over the direction Europe is taking. 

The initiators

The initiators are a group of individuals who do not live in Brussels or work in the EU institutions and 
who acting in their private capacity (by alphabetical order): Jonathan Buhl, Marie-Hélène Caillol, 



Verena Ringler, Bjarni Snæbjörn Jónsson, Adrian Taylor, Angela Wilkinson. They have received the 
kind support of the European Policy Centre and Stiftung Mercator for the logistics of this meeting.


